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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . £3 This communication is responsive to amendment filed 4/30/2004 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-4 and 12-15 . 

3. [3 The drawings filed on 19 December 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a response to the Applicant's amendment submitted on April 30 th , 2004. In virtue 
of this amendment, claims 5-11 are cancelled; claims 12-15 are newly added; and thus, claims 1- 
4 and 12-15 are now presented in the instant application. 

Examiner's Amendment 
1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

This Examiner's amendment is purposefully made to correct some existing typographical 
errors in the claims, to rectify the claimed terminology for consistency, and to improve 
antecedent basis, and thus to provide a proper characterization of the claimed invention. 

The Examiner believes that this amendment does not affect any scope of any claim as 
originally filed. 

The Applicant is noted that a telephone call was made to Mr. James W. Badie on May 
31 st , 2004 to expect a discussion in regard to this amendment. However, no response was made 
afterwards. 

This amendment includes: 

Claim 1: 

Line 5, insert -an output for- between "and" and "providing"; 
Line 11, insert -an- between "supplying" and "oscillating"; 
Line 13, insert -said- between "to" and "first"; 
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Line 14, insert -first- between "said" and "inverter"; replace "system" with -ballast 
circuit-; and insert -first fluorescent- after "said" (second occurrence); 
Claim 2: 

Line 5, insert -an output for- between "and" (first occurrence) and "providing"; 
Line 11, replace "positive" with -a positive terminal-; and insert -a- between "and" 
and "negative" (first occurrence); 
Claim 4: 

Line 4, insert -first- between "said" and "sweep"; 

Line 5, insert -first- between "said" (first occurrence) and "sweep"; 

Claim 12: 

Line 2, replace "," (first occurrence) with -including-; 

Line 8, insert -an output for- between "and" and "providing"; 

Line 12, replace "," with -including-; 

Line 15, insert -lamp- between "fluorescent" and "and"; 

Claim 13: 

Line 5, insert -an output for- between "and" (first occurrence) and "providing"; 
Line 12, replace "if with -of-; 
Line 18, replace "a" with -said-; 
Claim 14: 

Line 2, delete "further"; 

Line 3, change "said" (first occurrence) to -an-; and insert -ballast circuit- between 
"inverter" and "to"; and 
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Claim 15: 

Line 2, delete "further"; and insert --a sweep frequency circuit and- between 
"comprises" and "fault". 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-4 and 12-15 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Prior art fails to disclose or fairly suggest: 

• An electronic ballast system comprising an emergency inverter ballast circuit for 
supplying power to the first fluorescent lamp when the first inverter ballast circuit is 
disabled, without preheating the first fluorescent lamp, in combination with the 
remaining claimed limitations as called for in independent claim 1 (claims 2-4 are 
allowed since they are dependent on claim 1); and 

• An electronic ballast system for operating four fluorescent lamps including a first 
fluorescent lamp, a second fluorescent lamp, a third fluorescent lamp, and a fourth 
fluorescent lamp comprising an emergency inverter ballast circuit for supplying 
power to one of said fluorescent lamps when said other fluorescent lamps are disabled 
without preheating said fluorescent lamp, in combination with the remaining claimed 
limitations as called for in independent claim 12 (claims 13-15 are allowed since they 
are dependent on claim 12). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THUY V. TRAN whose telephone number is (571) 272-1828. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 AM -5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, DON WONG can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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